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Espionage, Covert Action and State Security in the ‘Third World’
during the Cold War - A Comparative Perspective
University of Warwick, 13-14 September 2018

Most books on intelligence focus on the United States and its English-speaking allies. Academics
have been increasingly troubled by the Anglo-centric tradition of intelligence studies, characterized
both by its reluctance to embrace new non-English sources and a slowness to consider the critical
Cold War battle-grounds of the Global South in locations such as Indonesia, Chile, Syria, or Angola.
Even the study of Soviet and Eastern European intelligence has been predominantly shaped by
Western primary sources or accounts by journalists and Soviet Bloc defectors.
Today, a new generation of exciting literature, based on recently-declassified Eastern Bloc archival
documents, is on the rise. Nevertheless, our understanding of Soviet and Eastern European activities
in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, an area of intense competition during the Cold War, remains
limited. To date, most studies of Soviet intelligence have focused on the role of intelligence during
key Cold War moments, such as the Cuban Missile Crisis, the Prague Spring or the Soviet decision
to intervene in Afghanistan. However, recognizing that intelligence officers served in a variety of
capacities, including as representatives of cultural and media institutions, educators, and military
instructors, this workshop aims to investigate how the practice of secret intelligence was entangled
with the performative aspects of Soviet cultural power in the Third World. Much of the recent
literature on ‘socialist internationalism’ in the Third World has focused on teachers, doctors,
diplomats, academics and economic advisors, neglecting the struggle for security.
In parallel, scholarly interest in the history of Western – US, UK, French or Dutch – security and
intelligence assistance to the Global South is also on the rise. With academics increasingly interested
in how foreign intelligence and domestic security actors deployed covert action, engaged in
intelligence liaison, provided security training and utilized cultural institutions for exercising influence
in the Global South or the Third World.

Overall, the workshop aims to understand and compare the nature of Western and Eastern Bloc
intelligence and security involvement in the Third World during the Cold War. Simultaneously, it
seeks to investigate how these exchanges affected policies, practices and peoples ‘back home’: in the
USSR, Eastern Europe and Western countries. It aims to look at the role of students, dissidents,
military trainees, security and intelligence officers, diplomats and violent non-state actors in
First/Second-Third World exchanges and seeks to investigate their roles in the development of
security regimes in the Global South. We also seek to consider Third World conceptions of this
intelligence and security landscape in which the major Cold War competitors operated. We welcome
contributions which draw on newly available sources and new methodologies, particularly those that
draw on recently declassified materials from Eastern Europe, Russia, as well as Western archives and
private collections. Broad areas include (but are not limited to):


cultures of West and East Bloc intelligence officers – profiles, training and competences



secret intelligence and the media, including its representations



intelligence operations in the Third World during the Cold War



intelligence, security and military training of Third World revolutionaries



intelligence assessments and economic development in the Third World



signals intelligence and technological transfer



intelligence sharing and cooperation



conceptions of intelligence and security in the Third World

This workshop is organized under the auspices of Prof. Richard J. Aldrich (Department of Politics
and International Studies, University of Warwick) and Prof. David Anderson (History Department,
University of Warwick).
Accommodation and meals will be covered by workshop organizers and limited travel funding will
be available. Conference participants will be kindly asked to pay a £25 fee (which will be collected at
registration).
Those interested should send their short biography and abstract of 300-500 words to Natalia
Telepneva (N.Telepneva@warwick.ac.uk) and Daniela Richterova (D.Richterova@warwick.ac.uk) by
6 April 2018. Applicants will receive letters of acceptance by 23 April 2018. Please also indicate
whether you would require a contribution from the workshop organizers towards travel costs.
Successful applicants will be expected to workshop ‘position papers’ (approx. 2,000 words) by
September 1st 2018.

