
THE CRETAN WAR, 1645–1671

 e Venetian-Ottoman Struggle in 
the Mediterranean

Bruno Mugnai

‘ is is the Century of the Soldier’, Falvio Testir, Poet, 1641

Helion & Company



Helion & Company Limited
Unit 8 Amherst Business Centre
Budbrooke Road
Warwick
CV34 5WE
England
Tel. 01926 499 619
Fax 0121 711 4075
Email: info@helion.co.uk
Website: www.helion.co.uk
Twitter: @helionbooks
Visit our blog at http://blog.helion.co.uk/

Published by Helion & Company 2018
Designed and typeset by Serena Jones
Cover designed by Paul Hewitt, Battle#eld Design (www.battle#eld-design.co.uk)
Printed by Henry Ling Limited, Dorchester, Dorset

Text © Bruno Mugnai 2018
Illustrations © as individually credited
Colour artwork by Bruno Mugnai © Helion & Company 2018
Maps drawn by George Anderson © Helion & Company 2018

Every reasonable e%ort has been made to trace copyright holders and to obtain their 
permission for the use of copyright material.  e author and publisher apologise 
for any errors or omissions in this work, and would be grateful if noti#ed of any 
corrections that should be incorporated in future reprints or editions of this book.

ISBN 978-1-911628-0-40

British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data.
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a 
retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the express written consent of Helion 
& Company Limited.

For details of other military history titles published by Helion & Company
Limited, contact the above address, or visit our website: http://www.helion.co.uk

We always welcome receiving book proposals from prospective authors.



Contents

List of Illustrations & Maps iv
Preface xi
Introduction xiii
Chronology xxii

1. Oars, Sails and Soldiers
 e Military Strength of the Sublime Porte 28
 e Invittissime Armate of the Serenissima Republic of Venice 45

2. Venetian Crete 69
3. Judith and Holophernes: Diplomacy and Strategy in the Cretan War 83
4. Campo di Marte dell’Europa

 e Maintaining of the War Machines 96
Mobilisation and Recruitment 106

5. War on the Sea
Commanders and Crews 130
Duel in the Aegean Sea  142
 e Adriatic  eatre 163
Amphibious Operations 169

6. Field Campaigns: Sieges 187

Appendix I:  e Private Soldiers of the 17th Century 224
Appendix II: Prisoners of War 230
Appendix III: Weapons Technology and Chemical-Bacteriological War 234
Appendix IV: Succession of O*cers 238
Appendix V: Naval Battles and Casualties 240
Appendix VI: Fleets 244
Appendix VII: Regiments and Battle Order 245
Appendix VIII: Venetian Forces in Crete 250

Flag Commentaries 252
Black and White Image Commentaries 256
Colour Plate Commentaries 269
Select Bibliography 275

iii


